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MATHECKAL KUDUMBAYOGAM - ARAKUZHA

To
All Matheckal Family Members

I have great pleasure to inform that the Matheckal Kudumbayogam has donated
various books pertaining to the Matheckal Kudumbam - (its history, families, vision
and values) to the Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR).

You will be glad to know that KCHR has archived these publications in its library as
official record of the Matheckal Family for future reference, research and to
preserve the history of the Matheckal Family for the future generations.

It is also a matter of great happiness that Dr. Michael Tharakan, historian and
former Vice-Chancellor of Kannur University suggested the idea to donate the
books to KCHR for archiving its history in KCHR.

You will be happy know also Dr. Michael Tharakan also read The Matheckal Family
Journal- A Reference Manual (AD1788-2013) and written a Ten-page handwritten
review.

Following pages contain the Acknowledgment from KCHR, Summary and Review of
Dr. Michael Tharakan.
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Matheckal Kudumbam wishes to place on record its appreciation and gratitude to Dr.
Michael Tharakan and Kerala Council for Historical Research (KCHR) for his keen
interest in the Matheckal Family History and his valuable and sage review and
assistance to place our books in the library of KCHR.

Sd/-
Sunny Matheikal (MG Peter)- President
MATHECKAL KUDUMBAYOGAM

Arakuzha
11 Nov,2015.
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To

Sri. Sunny Mathekal, (MG Peter),
Matheckal House,

Arakuzha P.O,

Muvattupuzha,

Emakulam District - 686 672

Dear Sir

Greetingsfrom Kerala Councilfor Historical Research

We acknowledge with gratitude the receipt of the books gifted by you titled 1. Chrukulam
kudumbam 2. Paathamudrakal, Vol.I & 2. 3. Matheckal family journal: A reference manual AD
1788-2013 (Two copies) 4. Matheckal kudumbam (Two copies). Kindly see the official receipt.
We greatly appreciate and thank you for the contribution. Your contribution will be included in
the KCHR Archives of Malayali Family History & Biography. We would make it available for
researchers and we will ensure that your work will be acknowledged if they make use of it in
studies.

Wishing you all the best and thanking you once again.

With regards

DIRECTOR
(Dr. P J Cherian)

Enel: - Official receipt for the donation of books to KCHR library
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Archives o fMolayoliFamily H istory & Biography
RECEIPT

Received with thanks from Sri. Sunny Mathekal, (MG Peter),
M atheckal House, Arakuzha P.O, Muvattupuzha, Emakulam four
titles being donated to the KCHR Archives of Malayali Family History
and Biography.

Date: 08.09.2015

Data entered

Accession Nos. 11703, 11704, 11705, 11706, 11707, 11693

Title1 Chrukulam kudumbam

Title 2 Paathamudrakal, Vol.1 & 2

Title 3 Matheckal family journal: A reference manual AD 1788-2013

(Two copies)
Title 4 Matheckal kudumbam (Two copies)
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Il. SYNOPSIS OF THE REVIEW BY DR.MICHAEL THARAKAN AND COMMENTS

(Dr. Michael Tharakan is a well known Historian, an illustrious son the the Parayil
Tharakanss Family.He is the Visiting Faculty,Centre for Socio-economic and
Enviornment Studies(CSES), former Vice Chancellor,Kannur University,former
Ramakrishna Hegde Chair Professor in Decentralization and
Governance,ISEC,Bangalore ,former Director,Kerala Institute of Local Administration
(KILA),Thrissur,former Faculty Member,Centre for Development Studies
(CDS),Thiruvanatha puram)

Dr. Michael Tharakan has read the Matheckal Family Journal - A Reference Manual
and has sent a ten-page his own handwritten review and comments. These
comments are of immense relevance and value for the future from a historical
perspective. The review is carried out in three parts

1. Introductory Comments (1-3 pages)

a. The Family Journal is a repository of detailed information about the
evolution of the family, its branches and its members presented in
three parts

b. Part I, chapters 3 and 4 succeed in tying down information to two
fixed parameters- one on the basis of the Faith and the other to the
roots.

c. On Page 3 and 4 Dr. Michael Tharakan refers to the the year 1886
.Comments- It may be read as 1987 as it was a typographical mistake
in the Matheckal Family Journal.

d. Matheckal Family has been a cohesive unit from 1788.

2. General Comments (3-4 pages)

a. Use of information and documentation technology adds value and
useful to the reader.

b. Statistical Proile, Funlearning Exercise and other tables present a
detailed profile of the Matheckal Family and explains how the
transformation from an agrarian family to diverse professions took
place.

c. The Journal is combination of modern technology of simulation,
application and other techniques along with the value that the
Matheckal Family upholds.

3. Specific Comments (5-10 pages)

a. The narrative in Part | about the link of Matheckal Family to
Sankarapuri Family in AD 52 is too weak to the point of non-existance
from a historical perspective.

b. The trace to one of the four families in AD 52 is trend seen exclusively
in the family histories of Syrian Christians to indicate a tendancy to
claim higher social status .

Comments- The Malyalam publication Matheckal Kudumbam(1992)
was based on certain documents that were available and the Matheckal

Family Journal was a translation ofthe Malayalam publication.



We may include the comments of Dr. Michael Tharakan as a separate
chapter in future

The Journal can be updated in future based on evidences in historical
publications and/or we may include that such claims have no historical
evidences and basis.

c. Page 7 of the review pertains to P.xii (Introduction) with reference to a
Nair and a Christian priest accompanying certain families in their 9t
century migration. Dr.Michael Tharakan wonders whether Nair as a
caste name extended upto the 9t Century?
comments - We may include the comments of Dr. Michael Tharakan in
future editions of the Journal

d. On page 7 of the review Dr. Michael Tharakan mentions that in Ch.I
page 8 of Matheckal Family Journal, the Journal follows the CMI
version of Church History and in his review suggests that there are
different views on the history and lists several publications in this
regards. These would, according the Dr. Michael Tharakan would
provide more details of the history in an objective manner and also
proved insight into later activities of the “Ezhu Vyakulangal”.
Comments - The points reviewd by of Dr.Michael Tharakan may be
taken into account the Journal shall be updated accordingly in future
through further research, study and evaluation.

€. On page 8 of the review, Dr. Michael Tharakan mentions the facts
relating to the land ownership status among Syrian Christians with
historical evidences while reviewing Chapter 2 of the Matheckal Family
Journal. He has listed some publications for further references .
Comments: The points reviewed by Dr.Michael Tharakan may be
taken into account the Journal shall be updated accordingly in future
through further research, study and evaluation.

f. On page 9 of the review, Dr. Michael Tharakan suggests that the
statement “Syrian Christians were one of the most educated
communities (on page 17 of the Journal)”, needs to be revised and
writes why this needs to be revised. He cites some more references in
this regard.

Comments The points reviewed by Dr.Michael Tharakan may be
taken into account the Journal shall be updated accordingly in future
through further research, study and evaluation.

g. On page 9 of the review, Dr. Michael Tharakan refers to page 74 and page
148-149 and specifically refers to lype Ulahannan, noted for his sense of
humour. Dr. Michael Tharakan points out that some of these
humours/jokes could have been recorded.
comments: The points reviewed by Dr.Michael Tharakan may be taken
into account . We may ask our families to provide such details and other
matters that are of interest for update in future.

h. On page 10, Dr.Michael Tharakan recalls nostalgically that his Father-in-
law and Mother-in-Law were married in a ceremony officiated by Fr.
Mathew Vadakkel on page 150 of the Journal.
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