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In Memory of
Father John Matheiken

Fr. Daniel J Rayan, Ireland

So often my thoughts wander back to that vibrant school
in Sobhana and specially its ornate chapal, where Father John
and I celebrated Mass. This chapal is now the shrine that
cradles his mortal remains. Mingled with the hosts of the
praying and chanting voices of the Sisters and the children
over his tomb, are the memories of all of us who had the
privilege of knowing him in this life.

I first met Father John in 1978 when he visited my
homeland of Ireland. He was introduced to me by Dr. Joy and
Mrs. Anni Matheiken. Dr. Joy was a doctor in Our Lady’s
Hospital, Cashel, County Tipperary, where [ was Chaplain. From
that first meeting Father John and I became friends. I will
always remember his striking spiritual presence. It was always
evident in his many letters as we exchanged correspondence
over the years. He had a great power with words. When his
invitation to visit Kerala before he would die reached me, I felt
compelled to answer his call and go as he wished. On my arrivel
at Cochin I was met with full ecclesiastical honours led by
Father John in his all white priestly grab. The cortege to
Kothamangalam made me feel like a high ranking ambassador
who had come from the West. From that moment of arrival in
Kerala I received Indian hospitality at its best from Father John
and all of the Sisters.

The very mention of Kothamangalam, Pius Gardens,
Sobhana, Angamali, Kodaikanl, Theni, Cochin, Trivandarum,
crowds my mind with memories of those happy times I spent
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with Father John and his battalions of devotees in the convents
all around!

The mention of Mysore reminds me of a very special
Experience. Setting off so early in the morning and being halted
on our way into Calicut by crowds of angry men. They warned
us to go no furthur because all roads were blockaded. Soon Dr.
Joy, his son, Sean Patrick (whom I christended in Cashel) and
our driver found we could neither go forward nor go back with
the blockades. We took shelter from the mid-day sun in a
farmyard. As evening came we tried to make our way home.
We succeeded in a painstakingly slow process with the help of
a Muslim leader. All I could do was to read faces, not knowing
the language, and hoped that Father John who was too unwell
to travel with us, would not know about our plight, and
thankfully he did not until we arrived home safely. There was
no such drama when the journey to Mysore was attempted on
my second visit to Kerala!

It was a great act of providence for me to have a friend in
the Priesthood of the calibre of Father John. A priest who built
a hospital, a hostel, a retirement home for the elderly, and a
school with all the facilities of learning in our modern world.
His achievements to me are awe inspiring. At his calling on
31st May 1995 the words “come you blessed of my
Father” opened his way to paradisa. I believe his kindly spirit
is allowed the freedom to be always near. In the words of St.
Patrick’s Breastplate I conclude:

“In the barnyards of heaven may
we all be together again”

V
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SHIRFR BIOBBIBIR

Sr. Diana M.S.J.

Rev. Fr. John Matheiken - special
memories of a loved and sorely missed
brother - our beloved Ichachan - who
died on May 31st 1995.

My heart is full of memories
With pride I speak your name
Though life goes on without you
My life won’t be the same.

I had some one in a million

I loved you to the end;

I lost two precious things in life
My beloved brother and my friend.

How many times I think of you,
How many times I pray to you
If love could have saved you
You never would have died.

I thank you for all the care and love

That you have given me and our family
But one thing I know and It’s true

A loving father you were to many hundreds
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I’'m proud to have been your “Kunjupengal, Jolly”
The teasing, loving way, you used to call me

All those memories are still afresh

And let me keep them afresh indeed!

I know you were a ‘star’ when alive

Now I’m sure you are a ‘star’ in heaven

A ‘star’ who would watchover those left behined
And guide them gently day and night

I could write a thousand words or more
It wouldn’t be a start I know
To say how much I miss you
This I say from the bottom of my heart.

They say memories are golden
Well many be that is true

If so let me keep those memories
Still I miss you more than words can say.

S
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Thomas John Goossens

My memory goes back to the time
when we are in Kalloorkad. What 1
know is that Rev. John Matheiken
Parish-Priest of Kalloorkad at that time,
was also the director of J. M. Hospital,
Kalloorkad run by the Medical Sisters
of St. Joseph. He took classessina
school near by and also in St. Thomas
Apostolic Seminary Kottayam.

I was born on 2nd July 1967 and
my baptismal name was Thomas. As to the fact that [ was given
for adoption to Rev. Fr. John and was accepted as his son. There
fore my full name became Thomas John Matheiken, nick named
Tojo. I was also given to the care of the Medical Sisters of St.
Joseph. They had a convent near the hospital. The mother
Superior at that time was Rev. Mother Metilda. As I was
accepted as a son by Rev. Mother I got the permission to call
her Amachi.

I remember those years in Kalloorkad as the happiest time
of my life.

Still T have the sweet remembrance that as a child
everyone was very fond on me. I called Rev. Fr. John simply
‘Achan’. He treated me as his own son. He gave me everything.
The Sisters gave me all attention and care. Amachi gave me her
love and care. I was very jolly,sometimes naughty and specially
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a clever child with talents. Achan gave more importance to my
education too. He was very familier with me. He used to take
me with wherever he went. He could drive a car and his car was
a standard, green one with number KLLF 7843. He drove all the
time to far away places, especially to Kottayam.

After my nursery in Thodupuzha, he heard about a
missionary school in Madurai, Tamilnadu. Achan wanted me
to get the best education wherever possible. He drove me in our
car through mountains and plains of Tamilnadu day and night
to that school in Tamilnadu (Madurai).

On the way we had fun. We ate in ordinary Tamil hotels
on banana leaves. Sometimes Amachi and Sisterscame with
us. On the way [ was even allowed to drive with him. It was an
adventurous time for us. He was just like an ordinary person
accustomed to everthing. In school if I was naughty or didn’t
have the best results I was punished. I had a special tutor.
Indeed I came back to Kerala with injured ears. But Achan gave
me the feeling that he was my loving father. He gave me
everything I wanted and I got the special care of Amachi also.
After some years he felt that [ was in fact spoiled.

He became very strict with me. But I didnot have much
personal feelings and emotions like other boys. Year after year
there grew a relational disturbance between us that affected my
over all development. It was certainly not his fault. Till that
time really I didn’t know what hardship meant. I built a wall
between us so that he could not see through.

From Kalloorkad we had to move to Thrikkariyoor near
Kothamagalam. There he could buy a few acres of land and
start different Welfare Institutions run by the Cogregation
of Sisters of Nazareth. The whole centre was named “Pius
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Gardens”. Achan was the director and was very ambitious. So
after we moved from Kalloorkad there were big
changes - changes of his institutions, changes of congregations,
changes in the seminary. I came to realize those changes and
understood that Achan’s attitude became different. In the
beginning the Sisters had a small convent. The Mother
Superior was Sr. Floweret. | came to know that she was a
family member of Achan. So I was allowed to call her,
Floweret aunty. And so I learned to know the whole family
Matheiken.

Achan had great responsibility in his new surroundings.
He was often high tempered. He had to bring up his adopted
son as well. I felt he had made a lot of changes. I was often with
him. But his attitude towards me began to change. So I too
changed my ways and began to pull back from him. I wanted to
be always with the Sisters and other people working there.

As the director he had great expectations. He also had a
bit exclusive life - style which he at first wanted me to learn.

Although I could meet Amachi sometimes I began to miss
that Sister (Sr. Metilda). Moreover Achan told me not to call
her Amachi anymore.

Not only he wanted me to have the best education but
also to lead a normal social life. He sent me to several boarding
schools. Mean while my personality tured to another
direction. I buit a well between Achan and myself and had my
own dreamworld within my exclusive, safe world. Therefore I
had less personal development and bad school results. I was
not going out of my shell to my classmates or boarding - mates
to make friends with them. Achan became much worried of
me. At that time he was getting ill as well. But I could not take
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care of him as his son. After all he was very much disappointed
in me. “Where is that Tojo I knew in Kalloorkad , as a baby and
child full of life, full of talaent, and wonders to come in the
future”.

Though his health was getting worse he worked hard for
his institutions. He tried his best to integate me with the family
Matheiken. But it was too late to be effected. Achan was
getting old and he began to think for the best solution. Achan
wanted me to be happy and get the best future I could have in
those circumstances. So he searched and found good Catholic
parents who had four of their own children and were willing to
adopt me also. So Achan was getting happier too.

At the age of 15, I was prepared to go to Europe (to Bel-
gium) to be a member a Familie Goossens, Papa - a lawyer and
Mama, the house wife, three brothers and one sister, all are
studying. From now on I can have a normal family - life, be
happy and get a nice future.

What I remember very much of those days when Achan
was preparing me, is the fact that it was years ago I felt that
familier touch of Achan. As his adopted son I know what that
means. He was talking me with more feelings like he had in
Kalloorkad. Achan was such a man who was not used to show
them. I can never forget the last Holy Mass in the convent chapal
during which he was deeply moved. During that Holy Mass he
showed me and the others in the chapal how much he loved me.
I too was touched. At that time I did not want to leave Achan. I
understood that Achan wanted he best for me. So I came to
Belgium. And Achan was corresponding with me till his death.

WX
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Sean J. Matheiken

We remember people in different
ways, directed in no small measure by
what they meant us personally. Our
impression of people we have not
interacted with directly is often a
consequence of the legacy they have left
behind; whereas, our memorise of those
we have shared some part of our lives
with is a pot - pourri of emotions, events

and enduring embers etched in mind. With some persons,
remembrances are a mixture of both, as it is with Ichachan.

I am uniquely unqualified to describe Ichachan in blank
and white. My interaction with him over fifteen years was very
much on a subliminal scale, largely a function of the vast
difference in our years. Compounding this was my situation as
a student, often as his dependant, with the result that I was to
him more of a favoured pet, a pleasing acolyte, than a
confidante. True, I was therefore privy to his everyday routines,
is preferences (these often bordering on finickiness); his fits of
anger, his mercenary drive, his unguarded self. However, a
consequence of such a relationship is that a lot of what I know
of Ichachan’s persona is what has been subconsciously imbibed
on to mine; in effect he represented too many things to be
described as simply a person.

Ichachan stood out. He was different, I looked up to him,
he was a fortress of strength, an unshakeable icon in a changing
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world, a man of strong views and stornger convictions, a force
not be trifled with. Inchachan was purpose. Determination.
Discipline.

The memories are many. Ichachan used to relish standing
at his vantage point in the room, parting the curtains to gaze at
the entrance to the school compound. He used to remove his
sandals to drive his fiat, in which he had this really quaint little
fan. He was most in his element when giving orders, issuing
directives. Ichachan was control. He was about order in an
imperfect world. He strove to be perfect, and in this qust he
allowed little tolerance for incompetents.

There was Ichachan the builder, Ichachan the teacher,
Ichachan the disciplinarian with his favourite cane, stalking the
school halls and quelling the faintest whisper just by his soft
tread; Ichachan the food critic, Ichachan the patron of cultural
activity, Ichachan the priest whose Eucharist was always the
most beautiful that I have ever attended, for he brought even to
his daily Mass his inimitable style and individuality.

Sure, he had his failings. He was human too. He didn’t let
you come too close. Ichachan had an emotional barrier around
him, that let little through, in or out. One never got a glimpse of
his inner self, other than through his deeds. No casual insights,
no nevealing monologues. And the barrier allowed him precious
little space for emotional expression. He may have found it
difficult to express his feelings for people he cared about; walls
work both ways. I never knew him in his formative years, so |
can only assume that the events of those bygone times forced
him to erect and maintain these barriers.

But my deepest and lasting imprassion is of Ichachan the
speaker. He was unchallenged at the rostrum, an orator of
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untarnished clarity, faultlessly fluent and articulate. He was the
master of the verbal fistfight. [ sometimes used to wonder, in
my youth, if school days at Sobhana were just an occasion for
Ichachan to speak his mind to a select audience. He captivated
his listeners, whether in church, in an auditorium, or even at a
dinner gathering. I suspect the rather liked to speak and be heard;
well, he instilled that love of the oratory in me, and I certainly
do!

There are other lingering memories. The many youth
festivals, the intense preparations, the efforts spearheaded by
him, his intense satisfaction victory, his indigestion of failure.
The excursions from school, his expert analysis of the driving
technique of his many drives, his ranking of Peter chettan way
above the rest; his favored seat in the second row on the right in
the bus.

He was not one to mince words. He had many held views,
which were essentially non - negotiable. His insistence that a
late sleeper was no match for an early riser will plague me to
the end of my days. Ichachan was an achiever, a man of ideas
and initiative, a priest with a purpose. He was unique. In
retrospect, one hardly knew him, yet I do not know anyone else
like him.

To his tribe. To more like Fr. John. Few and far between
as they may be.
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Shevonne Tresa Joy Matheiken

A beloved uncle he was to me,

Oh! what a great man he was,
With everyone he kept a distance,

but kept me close to his heart.
He has helped millions,

more than he was given credit for.
Many a poor needed his support,

and he did his best, not all a miser.
A strict disciplinarian was he,

but me, never a prey to his discipline.
Children and pets-his weakness,

and Malu enjoyed his meakness.
Malu’s whining, I still remember,

on the day of Ichachan’s death

to share all the mourning.
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To the extent of my memories,
Ichachan was a symbol of love,
service and discipline.
These lines conclude with appreciation,
from the bottomof my heart,
for all the wonderful memories he has left behind,
although I was just nine, then.

XW
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APeerlessindividual

Miss Sheena Joy Matheiken

“I have always wondered what

makes a person a peerless individual.

A singular spirit. We are all borne the

same, and someday we die the same,

but between these two tangibles of life

we live a million lives, in a million

different worlds,givingtaking, winning,

losing... and learning. And we make

choices. These choices - the ones we

get to pick and the ones that are thrust

upon us - are what defines our paths. But only a few people are

able to look beyond the apparent paths, only a few are vi-

sionaries who look into the dark woods and find new ways of

getting across. Ichachan was one such visionary. And it is that

vision he possessed and pursed, that has stayed with me all

these years, despite the fact that I naver really hit a common

ground with him. Ichachan had to make hard choices very early

in his life; choices that would predicate him as an isolated spirit.

And yet, he drew people to him, and built many worlds around

him - worlds that would continue to live on even after he was
gone.

My brother, my sister and I, each one of us had a very
different relationship with him. Though I needn’t speak for them,
I have seen Ichachan’s influence in my brother’s sense of
discipline, I sense his genuine affection in my little sister’s
warmth. And looking back now, at the child I used to be and the
person [ have become today, I realise that his influences on me
has lasted longer and deeper than I had imagined - in my sense
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of independence, in my faith, and above all, in my belief that a
single individual can make a difference.

Yet, this is a relisation that has come to me late - weeks,
months, years after his death - the time that took me to really
understand what I knew of him, and of what I knew of myself
through him. And I am grateful. And a little regretful that I never
found that common ground to relate to him where he was still
around.”

V
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